Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost

St. Andrew Lutheran Church
October 18, 2026



Welcome to St. Andrew!

At St. Andrew Lutheran Church, we strive to be a loving and welcoming community of faith. We
are centered in the Good News of Jesus Christ, who calls us to reconciliation and wholeness in a
world of alienation and brokenness.

All are welcome, without exception, regardless of race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender
identity, gender expression, age, physical or mental ability, education, income, or family status.

All are welcome here to worship God, receive the sacraments, and share in fellowship,
leadership, and service. We commit to treasuring one another's similarities and differences as one
body in Christ.

We are called to provide a safe space in the community as we break down the barriers of
isolation. We understand that being truly welcoming involves actively working against racism,
heteronormativity, sexism, transphobia, ageism, ableism, classism, and other forces that seek to
divide and oppress. We commit to continuing to discover what it means to be “Reconciling in
Christ.”

“Welcome one another therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.”
-Romans 15:7

Orientation to the Service

This bulletin will guide you through the entire service. Starting on page 3, words printed in bold
are for everyone to say aloud together. Instructions and information are printed in italics.

Hymns (songs) are found in the hymnals in the pew racks in front of your seat.
ELW = Evangelical Lutheran Worship (red hymnal)
ACS = All Creation Sings (blue hymnal)

Green-topped Welcome Cards are found in the pew racks in front of your seat. We would love
for guests, visitors, and anyone in need of prayer or more information about the church to fill one
out. Please place it in the offering plate or hand it to an usher after the service.

Children are welcome in worship! God put the wiggle in children, so please do not feel you
have to shush or suppress those wiggles in God’s house. All are welcome here! Consider sitting
toward the front where it is easier for children to see and hear what is happening in the service.
There are worship activity bags available for children on a shelf in the back of the sanctuary, and
a staffed nursery is available for very young ones. Ask an usher if you need help locating it.

Restrooms can be found by exiting the back of the sanctuary and turning right. Walk straight
until you pass the coffee bar, and you will find the women’s and men’s restrooms to your right.
An all-gender, ADA-compliant restroom will be found to your left, near the door to the kitchen.

Online access to the bulletin and hymns: standrewlutheran.com/worship/worship-bulletins/

2



Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost
October 18, 2026 | 9:30 AM
In today’s first reading God uses the Gentile ruler Cyrus to accomplish divine purposes. When
the Pharisees try to trap Jesus, he tells them to give the emperor what belongs to him and to God
what belongs to God. To gather for worship reminds us that our ultimate allegiance is to God

rather than to any earthly authority. Created in the image of God, we offer our entire selves in the
service of God and for the sake of the world.

PRELUDE

GATHERING THE HOLY SPIRIT CALLS US TOGETHER AS THE PEOPLE OF GOD.
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

The congregation may stand.
GATHERING HYMN God Is Here! | ELW 526

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal - vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia.
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Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray together.

Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live
in your image; created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you,
let us give you what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

The congregation is seated.

WORD GOD SPEAKS TO US IN SCRIPTURE READING, PREACHING, AND SONG.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Pr. Allison Bengfort

Elementary-aged children (grades K-5) are invited to attend The Roots Children’s Church, led by
trained St. Andrew volunteers and located in the Children’s Library downstairs. Parents are
welcome to observe. The children will return to worship in time to receive communion.

READING Isaiah 45:1-7
A reading from Isaiah.

IThus says the LORD to the anointed one, Cyrus, whose right hand I have
grasped to subdue nations before him and to strip kings of their robes, to
open doors before him —and the gates shall not be closed: 2I will go before
you and level the mountains; I will break in pieces the doors of bronze and
cut through the bars of iron; 3] will give you the treasures of darkness and
riches hidden in secret places, so that you may know that it is I, the LORD, the
God of Israel, who call you by your name. 4For the sake of my servant Jacob
and Israel my chosen, I call you by your name; I give you a title, though you
do not know me. 51 am the LORD, and there is no other; besides me there is no
god. I arm you, though you do not know me, ¢so that they may know, from
the rising of the sun and from the west, that there is no one besides me; I am
the LORD, and there is no other. “I form light and create darkness, I make weal
and create woe; I the LORD do all these things.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God



PSALM 96

ISing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth.
2Sing to the LORD, bless the name of the LORD;
proclaim God’s salvation from day to day.

3Declare God’s glory among the nations

and God’s wonders among all peoples.
4For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised,
more to be feared than all gods.

5As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols;
but you, O LORD, have made the heavens.
®Majesty and magnificence are in your presence;
power and splendor are in your sanctuary.

7Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples,
ascribe to the LORD honor and power.
8Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the holy name;
bring offerings and enter the courts of the LORD.

Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness;
tremble before the LORD, all the earth.
10T ell it out among the nations: “The LORD is sovereign!
The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved
will judge the peoples with equity.”

HLet the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;
let the sea thunder and all that is in it;
let the field be joyful and all that is therein.
12Then shall all the trees of the wood
shout for joy at your coming, O LORD,
for you come to judge the earth.

BYou will judge the world with righteousness
and the peoples with your truth.

The congregation may stand.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
0 &

##:Q = ! | J\f J“! !
& - P 2 o r -
Al-le - Iu - ia Lord, to whom shall we go?
0 u — .
!’L%a 4 !’ e e e —— -
| et | | |
| ' |
You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al -le - Tu - 1a.
GOSPEL Matthew 22:15-22

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

15The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap Jesus in what he said. 1°So they
sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we
know that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with
truth, and show deference to no one, for you do not regard people with
partiality. 17Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the
Roman emperor or not?” 18But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are
you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 1 Show me the coin used for the
tax.” And they brought him a small Roman coin. 2Then he said to them,
“Whose head is this and whose title?” 2'They answered, “Caesar’s.” Then he
said to them, “Give therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to
God the things that are God’s.” 22When they heard this, they were amazed,
and they left him and went away.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The congregation is seated.
SERMON Pr. Allison Bengfort

The congregation may stand.



HYMN OF THE DAY We Give Thee but Thine Own | ELW 686

APOSTLES” CREED
Let us affirm our faith together.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

The congregation assumes a posture of prayer. You may kneel, sit, or stand;
fold your hands or turn them upward; close your eyes or look to the altar.

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

All are invited to share a sign of peace with one another (handshake, hug, peace sign, etc.).
Placing your hands together in a praying position will signal to those around you that you
prefer not to physically touch others.

The congregation is seated.



MEAL GOD FEEDS US WITH THE PRESENCE OF JESUS CHRIST.
INVITATION TO OFFERING

As people of faith, we acknowledge that all we have flows from God.
As stewards of God’s resources, we open our hands in gratitude,
allowing the gifts and resources we have received to flow through us
and be shared with the world. At this time, I invite you to place
your financial offerings in the plate as it is passed.

Contributions to St. Andrew Lutheran Church may be placed in the
offering plate or made online by scanning the QR code to the right.
Thank you for your generosity!

OFFERING Sing unto the Lord

Lee Anne Knapp, voice

Sing unto the Lord a new song,
sing unto the Lord all the Earth!

For God is great, and greatly to be praised!
The congregation may stand.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray together.

God of creation, you send rain, and the earth springs forth abundantly.
All blessings are from you. Make us generous with what we have.

Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you

and in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen.
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DIALOGUE
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of

trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are
yours, now and forever. Amen.

The congregation is seated.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

All are invited to commune without exception! At the direction of an usher, those wishing to
commune may proceed down the center aisle. A piece of gluten-free bread will be placed in
your hands. You may dip the bread in the wine (red chalice) or the grape juice (light-colored
chalice), or you may choose to partake of bread only. If you prefer to receive a blessing, please
cross your arms across your chest to indicate this preference. If you would like to receive
communion in your seat, please alert an usher, and the elements will be brought to you.

LAMB OF GOD
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN When Our Songs Says Peace | ELW 709
The congregation may stand.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray together.

Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us

with mercy and abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table
to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your liberation,
healing, and love, following the way of Jesus. Amen.

SENDING GOD BLESSES US AND SENDS US IN MISSION TO THE WORLD.
BLESSING OF COMMUNION MINISTERS

Eternal God, whose glory is revealed in the crucified and risen Christ:

Bless those who go forth to share your word and sacrament with our absent
siblings. In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those to whom we
bring this communion that we may all feast upon your abundant love made
known in Jesus Christ.

Amen.

BLESSING

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind,
in the body of Christ Jesus.
Amen.

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit.
Amen.

The God of grace '+ bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace | ELW 716
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DISMISSAL

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE
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Serving Today in Worship

Presiding Minister: Pr. Allison Bengfort Musicians: Karl Gustafson, accompanist;
Preacher: Pr. Allison Bengfort John Gladen, Minister of Music;
Assisting Minister: Pat Christiansen Lee Anne Knapp, vocalist
Altar Guild: Patty Jones Nursery Assistant: Janet Vorvick
Children’s Church: Lindsay Delaney, Tech Team: Chase Isaacson

Sonja Ackman Ushers: Tom Lane,
Communion Assistants: Isaac Hawthorne, Dana Taylor-Blakemore

Robert Hawthorne Welcome Team: Patty Jones
Lector: Lee Anne Knapp Worship Coord.: Kim Taylor-Blakemore

Zoom Host: Marlan Bell

“God Is Here!” “When Our Song Says Peace” and “Lord of All Nations,
Grant Me Grace” are used with permission from One License.

“We Give Thee but Thine Own” is in the public domain.

Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service is
obtained from ONE LICENSE #A-722821 and CCLI #21945303 & #21945310.
Liturgy taken from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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