Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
St. Andrew Lutheran Church
October 11, 2026



Welcome to St. Andrew!

At St. Andrew Lutheran Church, we strive to be a loving and welcoming community of faith. We
are centered in the Good News of Jesus Christ, who calls us to reconciliation and wholeness in a
world of alienation and brokenness.

All are welcome, without exception, regardless of race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender
identity, gender expression, age, physical or mental ability, education, income, or family status.

All are welcome here to worship God, receive the sacraments, and share in fellowship,
leadership, and service. We commit to treasuring one another's similarities and differences as one
body in Christ.

We are called to provide a safe space in the community as we break down the barriers of
isolation. We understand that being truly welcoming involves actively working against racism,
heteronormativity, sexism, transphobia, ageism, ableism, classism, and other forces that seek to
divide and oppress. We commit to continuing to discover what it means to be “Reconciling in
Christ.”

“Welcome one another therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.”
-Romans 15:7

Orientation to the Service

This bulletin will guide you through the entire service. Starting on page 3, words printed in bold
are for everyone to say aloud together. Instructions and information are printed in italics.

Hymns (songs) are found in the hymnals in the pew racks in front of your seat.
ELW = Evangelical Lutheran Worship (red hymnal)
ACS = All Creation Sings (blue hymnal)

Green-topped Welcome Cards are found in the pew racks in front of your seat. We would love
for guests, visitors, and anyone in need of prayer or more information about the church to fill one
out. Please place it in the offering plate or hand it to an usher after the service.

Children are welcome in worship! God put the wiggle in children, so please do not feel you
have to shush or suppress those wiggles in God’s house. All are welcome here! Consider sitting
toward the front where it is easier for children to see and hear what is happening in the service.
There are worship activity bags available for children on a shelf in the back of the sanctuary, and
a staffed nursery is available for very young ones. Ask an usher if you need help locating it.

Restrooms can be found by exiting the back of the sanctuary and turning right. Walk straight
until you pass the coffee bar, and you will find the women’s and men’s restrooms to your right.
An all-gender, ADA-compliant restroom will be found to your left, near the door to the kitchen.

Online access to the bulletin and hymns: standrewlutheran.com/worship/worship-bulletins/
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Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
October 11, 2026 | 9:30 AM

In Isaiah we are given a vision of the great feast to come, when God will wipe away death forever.
In Jesus” parable about a great banquet, those invited do not come, so the invitation is extended to
others. In our liturgy God spreads a table before us. Even amid anxiety and hardship we rejoice in
the peace of God which surpasses all understanding. With great joy we feast at the table of Christ,
and we go forth to share the wonderful invitation with others hungering and thirsting for the
abundant life of God.

PRELUDE Simple Gifts, Douglas E. Wagner
Bells of Grace, directed by John Gladen

GATHERING THE HOLY SPIRIT CALLS US TOGETHER AS THE PEOPLE OF GOD.
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

The congregation may stand.

GATHERING HYMN Let Us Go Now to the Banquet | ELW 523

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal - vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia.
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Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray together.

God of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and poured
out your life with abundance. Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen us
by what is honorable, just, and pure, and transform us into a people of
righteousness and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

The congregation is seated.

WORD GOD SPEAKS TO US IN SCRIPTURE READING, PREACHING, AND SONG.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Pr. Allison Bengfort

Elementary-aged children (grades K-5) are invited to attend The Roots Children’s Church, led by
trained St. Andrew volunteers and located in the Children’s Library downstairs. Parents are
welcome to observe. The children will return to worship in time to receive communion.

READING Isaiah 25:1-9
A reading from Isaiah.

10 LORD, you are my God; I will exalt you; I will praise your name, for you
have done wonderful things, plans formed of old, faithful and sure. 2For you
have made the city a heap, the fortified city a ruin; the palace of foreigners is
a city no more; it will never be rebuilt. 3Therefore strong peoples will glorify
you; cities of ruthless nations will fear you. “For you have been a refuge to the
poor, a refuge to the needy in their distress, a shelter from the rainstorm and
a shade from the heat. When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter
rainstorm, 5the noise of foreigners like heat in a dry place, you subdued the
heat with the shade of clouds; the song of the ruthless was stilled.

®On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich
food, a feast of well-aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged
wines strained clear. “And God will destroy on this mountain the shroud that
is cast over all peoples, the covering that is spread over all nations; 8death will
be swallowed up forever. Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from
all faces, and the disgrace of God’s people will be taken away from all the
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earth, for the LORD has spoken. °It will be said on that day, “See, this is our
God, for whom we have waited, so that God might save us. This is the LORD
for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in God’s salvation.”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God

PSALM 23

IThe LORD is my shepherd; I shall not be in want.
2The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.

3You restore my soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
“Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;

you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
¢Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

The congregation may stand.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL Matthew 22:1-14

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

1Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2“The realm of heaven
may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. 3He sent
his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but
they would not come. Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who
have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat
calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding
banquet.” 5But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another
to his business, éwhile the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed
them. “The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers,
and burned their city. 8Then he said to his slaves, “The wedding is ready, but
those invited were not worthy. °Go therefore into the main streets, and invite
everyone you find to the wedding banquet.” 1°Those slaves went out into the
streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad, so the
wedding hall was filled with guests.

1But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who
was not wearing a wedding robe, 12and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you
get in here without a wedding robe?” And he was speechless. 13Then the king
said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer
darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 1¥For many are
called, but few are chosen.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The congregation is seated.
SERMON Pr. Allison Bengfort
The congregation may stand.

HYMN OF THE DAY Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us | ELW 789



APOSTLES” CREED
Let us affirm our faith together.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

The congregation assumes a posture of prayer. You may kneel, sit, or stand;
fold your hands or turn them upward; close your eyes or look to the altar.

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

All are invited to share a sign of peace with one another (handshake, hug, peace sign, etc.).
Placing your hands together in a praying position will signal to those around you that you
prefer not to physically touch others.

The congregation is seated.



MEAL GOD FEEDS US WITH THE PRESENCE OF JESUS CHRIST.
INVITATION TO OFFERING

As people of faith, we acknowledge that all we have flows from God.
As stewards of God’s resources, we open our hands in gratitude,
allowing the gifts and resources we have received to flow through us
and be shared with the world. At this time, I invite you to place
your financial offerings in the plate as it is passed.

Contributions to St. Andrew Lutheran Church may be placed in the
offering plate or made online by scanning the QR code to the right. 5
Thank you for your generosity! ®

OFFERING Brother James” Air, arr. C. Armstrong Gibbs
Sanctuary Choir, directed by John Gladen

The congregation may stand.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray together.

God of creation, you send rain, and the earth springs forth abundantly.
All blessings are from you. Make us generous with what we have.

Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you

and in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen.
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DIALOGUE
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of

trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are
yours, now and forever. Amen.

The congregation is seated.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

All are invited to commune without exception! At the direction of an usher, those wishing to
commune may proceed down the center aisle. A piece of gluten-free bread will be placed in
your hands. You may dip the bread in the wine (red chalice) or the grape juice (light-colored
chalice), or you may choose to partake of bread only. If you prefer to receive a blessing, please
cross your arms across your chest to indicate this preference. If you would like to receive
communion in your seat, please alert an usher, and the elements will be brought to you.

LAMB OF GOD
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN Come, Let Us Eat | ELW 491
The congregation may stand.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray together.

Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us

with mercy and abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table
to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your liberation,
healing, and love, following the way of Jesus. Amen.

SENDING GOD BLESSES US AND SENDS US IN MISSION TO THE WORLD.
BLESSING

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind,
in the body of Christ Jesus.
Amen.

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit.
Amen.

The God of grace + bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN Thine the Amen | ELW 826

DISMISSAL

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE
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Serving Today in Worship

Presiding Minister: Pr. Allison Bengfort Musician: Karl Gustafson
Preacher: Pr. Allison Bengfort Nursery Assistant: Lee Anne Knapp
Assisting Minister: LuAnn Staul Tech Team: Paul Navarre, Chase Isaacson
Altar Guild: Liz Hardy Ushers: Amy & Geoff Harker
Children’s Church: Cindy Stadel, Welcome Team:

Sam Staat Worship Coordinator:

Communion Assistant: Tammy Blanchard ~ Zoom Host: Marlan Bell
Lector: Kristie Gladhill

“Let Us Go Now to the Banquet,” “Come, Let Us Eat,” and
“Thine the Amen” are used with permission from One License.

“Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us” is in the public domain.
Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service is
obtained from ONE LICENSE #A-722821 and CCLI #21945303 & #21945310.
Liturgy taken from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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