Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
St. Andrew Lutheran Church

September 6, 2026




Welcome to St. Andrew!

At St. Andrew Lutheran Church, we strive to be a loving and welcoming community of faith. We
are centered in the Good News of Jesus Christ, who calls us to reconciliation and wholeness in a
world of alienation and brokenness.

All are welcome, without exception, regardless of race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender
identity, gender expression, age, physical or mental ability, education, income, or family status.

All are welcome here to worship God, receive the sacraments, and share in fellowship,
leadership, and service. We commit to treasuring one another's similarities and differences as one
body in Christ.

We are called to provide a safe space in the community as we break down the barriers of
isolation. We understand that being truly welcoming involves actively working against racism,
heteronormativity, sexism, transphobia, ageism, ableism, classism, and other forces that seek to
divide and oppress. We commit to continuing to discover what it means to be “Reconciling in
Christ.”

“Welcome one another therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.”
-Romans 15:7

Orientation to the Service

This bulletin will guide you through the entire service. Starting on page 3, words printed in bold
are for everyone to say aloud together. Instructions and information are printed in italics.

Hymns (songs) are found in the hymnals in the pew racks in front of your seat.
ELW = Evangelical Lutheran Worship (red hymnal)
ACS = All Creation Sings (blue hymnal)

Green-topped Welcome Cards are found in the pew racks in front of your seat. We would love
for guests, visitors, and anyone in need of prayer or more information about the church to fill one
out. Please place it in the offering plate or hand it to an usher after the service.

Children are welcome in worship! God put the wiggle in children, so please do not feel you
have to shush or suppress those wiggles in God’s house. All are welcome here! Consider sitting
toward the front where it is easier for children to see and hear what is happening in the service.
There are worship activity bags available for children on a shelf in the back of the sanctuary, and
a staffed nursery is available for very young ones. Ask an usher if you need help locating it.

Restrooms can be found by exiting the back of the sanctuary and turning right. Walk straight
until you pass the coffee bar, and you will find the women’s and men’s restrooms to your right.
An all-gender, ADA-compliant restroom will be found to your left, near the door to the kitchen.

Online access to the bulletin and hymns: standrewlutheran.com/worship/worship-bulletins/
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Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 6, 2026 | 9:30 AM

Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus” words in today's gospel are often
used in situations having to do with interpersonal conflict. We gather in the name of Christ,
assured that he is present among us with gifts of peace and reconciliation.

PRELUDE Lee Ann Knapp

GATHERING THE HOLY SPIRIT CALLS US TOGETHER AS THE PEOPLE OF GOD.
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

The congregation may stand.

GATHERING HYMN Earth and All Stars! | ELW 731

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray together.

O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy.
Remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that
gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

The congregation is seated.

WORD GOD SPEAKS TO US IN SCRIPTURE READING, PREACHING, AND SONG.
CHILDREN'’S MESSAGE Pr. Allison Bengfort




READING Romans 13:8-14
A reading from Romans.

8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves
another has fulfilled the law. ° The commandments, “You shall not commit
adultery; you shall not murder; you shall not steal; you shall not covet,” and
any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.” ' Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is
the fulfilling of the law.

11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you
to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became
believers; 1”2 the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the
works of darkness and put on the armor of light; ' let us walk decently as in
the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness,
not in quarreling and jealousy. '* Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and
make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 119:33-40

% Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, and I shall keep it to the end.
3 Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching; I shall keep it
with all my heart.

» Lead me in the path of your commandments, for that is my desire.

% Incline my heart to your decrees and not to unjust gain.

s Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood; give me life in your way.

% Fulfill your promise | to your servant, which is for those who fear you.
% Turn away the reproach that I dread, because your judgments are good.

‘2 Behold, I long for your commandments; by your righteousness enliven
me.

The congregation may stand.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL Matthew 18:15-20

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

I5“If your sibling sins against you, go and point out the fault when the two of
you are alone. If you are listened to, you have regained that one. ' But if you
are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word
may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. !” If that person
refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church, and if the offender refuses to
listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a gentile and a tax
collector. '® Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.

19 Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask,
it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 2’ For where two or three are
gathered in my name, I am there among them.”



The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The congregation is seated.

SERMON Pr. Allison Bengfort
The congregation may stand.
HYMN OF THE DAY Seek Ye First
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

The congregation assumes a posture of prayer. You may kneel, sit, or stand;
fold your hands or turn them upward; close your eyes or look to the altar.

Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

All are invited to share a sign of peace with one another (handshake, hug, peace sign, etc.).
Placing your hands together in a praying position will signal to those around you that you
prefer not to physically touch others.

The congregation is seated.

MEAL GOD FEEDS US WITH THE PRESENCE OF JESUS CHRIST.
INVITATION TO OFFERING

Jesus draws us from the margins into community, from brokenness into
healing, and from death into new life. God loves us unconditionally and gives
us the gift of purpose in this world. We respond to this marvelous calling and
to God’s outpouring of love through our giving this day. Let us gather our
gifts together and offer them to God in gratitude and praise.

Contributions to St. Andrew Lutheran Church may be placed in the
offering plate or made online by scanning the QR code to the right.

Thank you for your generosity! @
OFFERING “In His Presence” by Sandi Patty
Lee Ann Knapp

The congregation may stand.



OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray together.

God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.
All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have.

Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to
our neighbors, today and always.

DIALOGUE

God be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to God.

Let us give thanks to God, our Creator
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of
trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are
yours, now and forever. Amen.

The congregation is seated.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION

All are invited to commune without exception! At the direction of an usher, those wishing to
commune may proceed down the center aisle. A piece of gluten-free bread will be placed in
your hands. You may dip the bread in the wine (red chalice) or the grape juice (light-colored
chalice), or you may choose to partake of bread only. If you prefer to receive a blessing, please
cross your arms across your chest to indicate this preference. If you would like to receive
communion in your seat, please alert an usher, and the elements will be brought to you.

COMMUNION SONG Sung repeatedly
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they who eat bread in the king-dom, the king-dom of Gaod.

they who are washed in the wa - ters, the wa -ters of life.

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether | ELW 470

The congregation may stand.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray together.
Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and
abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy

world. Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following
the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.

Amen.
SENDING GOD BLESSES US AND SENDS US IN MISSION TO THE WORLD.
PRAYER OF GOOD COURAGE
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BLESSING

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of
Christ Jesus.

Amen.

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the
interceding of the Spirit.

Amen.

The God of grace bless you now and forever.

Amen.
SENDING HYMN Go, My Children, With My Blessing | ELW 470
DISMISSAL

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.

Thanks be to God!
POSTLUDE

Serving in Worship

Presiding Minister: Pr Allison Bengfort Lector: Tom Melhorn
Preacher: Pr. Allison Bengfort Musician: Karl Gustafson
Assisting Minister: Tom Melhorn Nursery: Sonja Ackman, Rachel Johnson
Altar Guild: Patty Jones Zoom Host: Marlan Bell
Communion Assistant: Worship Coordinator:
Ushers:

Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service is
obtained from ONE LICENSE #A-722821 and CCLI #21945303 & #21945310.
Liturgy taken from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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