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Welcome to St. Andrew! 
 

At St. Andrew Lutheran Church, we strive to be a loving and welcoming community of faith. We 
are centered in the Good News of Jesus Christ, who calls us to reconciliation and wholeness in a 
world of alienation and brokenness. 
 

All are welcome, without exception, regardless of race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, gender expression, age, physical or mental ability, education, income, or family status. 
 

All are welcome here to worship God, receive the sacraments, and share in fellowship, 
leadership, and service. We commit to treasuring one another's similarities and differences as one 
body in Christ. 
 

We are called to provide a safe space in the community as we break down the barriers of 
isolation. We understand that being truly welcoming involves actively working against racism, 
heteronormativity, sexism, transphobia, ageism, ableism, classism, and other forces that seek to 
divide and oppress. We commit to continuing to discover what it means to be “Reconciling in 
Christ.” 
 

“Welcome one another therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.” 
-Romans 15:7 
 

Orientation to the Service 
 

This bulletin will guide you through the entire service. Starting on page 3, words printed in bold 
are for everyone to say aloud together. Instructions and information are printed in italics.  
 

Hymns (songs) are found in the hymnals in the pew racks in front of your seat. 
 ELW = Evangelical Lutheran Worship (red hymnal) 
 ACS = All Creation Sings (blue hymnal) 
 

Green-topped Welcome Cards are found in the pew racks in front of your seat. We would love 
for guests, visitors, and anyone in need of prayer or more information about the church to fill one 
out. Please place it in the offering plate or hand it to an usher after the service.  
 

Children are welcome in worship! God put the wiggle in children, so please do not feel you 
have to shush or suppress those wiggles in God’s house. All are welcome here! Consider sitting 
toward the front where it is easier for children to see and hear what is happening in the service.  
There are worship activity bags available for children on a shelf in the back of the sanctuary, and 
a staffed nursery is available for very young ones. Ask an usher if you need help locating it. 
 

Restrooms can be found by exiting the back of the sanctuary and turning right. Walk straight 
until you pass the coffee bar, and you will find the women’s and men’s restrooms to your right. 
An all-gender, ADA-compliant restroom will be found to your left, near the door to the kitchen. 
 

Online access to the bulletin and hymns: standrewlutheran.com/worship/worship-bulletins/ 



 3 

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
August 9, 2026 | 9:30 AM 

 

When the disciples face a great storm on the sea, they cry out with fear. Jesus says: “Take heart, it 
is I; do not be afraid.” Amid the storms of life, we gather to seek the calm presence of Christ that 
soothes our fears. In comforting words of scripture and in the refreshing bread and cup of the 
eucharist, God grants us peace and sends us forth to be a sign of God’s presence to others. 
 
 

PRELUDE Lee Anne Knapp 
 

GATHERING THE HOLY SPIRIT CALLS US TOGETHER AS THE PEOPLE OF GOD. 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The congregation may stand. 
 

GATHERING HYMN Oh, Sing to the Lord | ELW 822 

 

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

 Let us pray together. 
O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be 
afraid. Rescue your people from despair, deliver your children from fear, 
and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 

The congregation is seated. 
 

WORD  GOD SPEAKS TO US IN SCRIPTURE READING, PREACHING, AND SONG. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Pr. Chris Dela Cruz 
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READING Romans 10:5-15 
 

 A reading from Romans. 
 

5Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that 
“the person who does these things will live by them.” 6But the righteousness 
that comes from faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into 
heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7“or ‘Who will descend into the 
abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8But what does it say? 
“The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of 
faith that we proclaim), 9because if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is 
Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will 
be saved. 10For one believes with the heart, leading to righteousness, and one 
confesses with the mouth, leading to salvation. 11The scripture says, “No one 
who believes in God will be put to shame.” 12For there is no distinction 
between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all 
who call on God. 13For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be 
saved.” 
 

14But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how 
are they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they 
to hear without someone to proclaim God? 15And how are they to proclaim 
God unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those 
who bring good news!” 

 

 Word of God, word of life. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 85:8-13 
 

 8I will listen to what the LORD God is saying; 
 for you speak peace to your faithful people  
   and to those who turn their hearts to you. 
  9Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you, 
  that your glory may dwell in our land. 
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 10Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together; 
 righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
  11Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth, 
  and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 
 

 12The LORD will indeed grant prosperity, and our land will yield its increase. 
  13Righteousness shall go before the LORD 
  and shall prepare for God a pathway. 
 

The congregation may stand. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

 

 
 

GOSPEL  Matthew 14:22-33 
 

 The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

22Jesus made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other side of 
the Sea of Galilee, while he dismissed the crowds. 23And after he had 
dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When 
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evening came, he was there alone, 24but by this time the boat, battered by the 
waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. 25And early in 
the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. 26But when the 
disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a 
ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27But immediately Jesus spoke to them and 
said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 
 

28Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the 
water.” 29He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on 
the water, and came toward Jesus. 30But when he noticed the strong wind, he 
became frightened, and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 
31Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, 
“You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32When they got into the boat, the 
wind ceased. 33And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are 
the Son of God.” 
 

 The gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The congregation is seated. 
 

SERMON  Pr. Christ Dela Cruz 
 

The congregation may stand. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY Faith Begins by Letting Go | ACS 1004 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

 The congregation assumes a posture of prayer. You may kneel, sit, or stand;  
 fold your hands or turn them upward; close your eyes or look to the altar. 
 

 Merciful God, 
 receive our prayer. 
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SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

 The peace of Christ be with you always. 
 And also with you. 
 

All are invited to share a sign of peace with one another (handshake, hug, peace sign, etc.). 
Placing your hands together in a praying position will signal to those around you that you 
prefer not to physically touch others. 

 

The congregation is seated. 
 

MEAL  GOD FEEDS US WITH THE PRESENCE OF JESUS CHRIST. 
 

INVITATION TO OFFERING 
 

Jesus draws us from the margins into community, from brokenness into 
healing, and from death into new life. God loves us unconditionally and gives 
us the gift of purpose in this world. We respond to this marvelous calling and 
to God’s outpouring of love through our giving this day. Let us gather our 
gifts together and offer them to God in gratitude and praise. 

 

Contributions to St. Andrew Lutheran Church may be placed in the  
offering plate or made online by scanning the QR code to the right.  
Thank you for your generosity!   

 

OFFERING His Eye Is on the Sparrow, arr. Mark Hayes 
    Kristie Gladhill, vocals; Karl Gustafson, piano 
 

The congregation may stand. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

 Let us pray together. 
Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take 
heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your 
abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding 
with us now and forever. Amen. 
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DIALOGUE 
 

 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of 
trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The congregation is seated. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

All are invited to commune without exception! At the direction of an usher, those wishing to 
commune may proceed down the center aisle. A piece of gluten-free bread will be placed in 
your hands. You may dip the bread in the wine (red chalice) or the grape juice (light-colored 
chalice), or you may choose to partake of bread only. If you prefer to receive a blessing, please 
cross your arms across your chest to indicate this preference. If you would like to receive 
communion in your seat, please alert an usher, and the elements will be brought to you. 
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COMMUNION SONG 
 

 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN My Faith Looks Up to Thee | ELW 759 
 

The congregation may stand. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

 Let us pray together. 
Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are 
filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this 
holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask 
this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and 
forever. Amen. 
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SENDING GOD BLESSES US AND SENDS US IN MISSION TO THE WORLD. 
 

PRAYER OF GOOD COURAGE 
 

 
 

BLESSING 
 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God,  
bless, heal, and hold you today and always. 
Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN My Life Flows On in Endless Song | ELW 763 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

 Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
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Serving Today in Worship 
 

Presiding Minister: Pr. Chris Dela Cruz 
Preacher: Pr. Chris Dela Cruz 
Assisting Minister:  
Altar Guild: Noelle Mehlhorn 
Lector: Kristie Gladhill 
Musicians: Karl Gustafson,  
   Lee Anne Knapp, Kristie Gladhill 

Nursery: Sonja Ackman 
Tech Team: Paul Navarre, Chase Isaacson 
Ushers:  
Welcome Team:  
Worship Coordinator:  
Zoom Host: Rebecca Uecker

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Oh, Sing to the Lord,” “Faith Begins by Letting Go,” and the  
COMMUNION SONG are used with permission from One License. 

 
“My Faith Looks Up to Thee” and “My Life Flows On in Endless Song” are in the public domain. 

 
Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service is  

obtained from ONE LICENSE #A-722821 and CCLI #21945303 & #21945310.  
 

Baptismal liturgy by Pr. Meta Herrick Carlson, adapted by Pr. Allison Bengfort. 
Liturgy taken from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 


