Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

St. Andrew Lutheran Church
July 26, 2026
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Welcome to St. Andrew!

At St. Andrew Lutheran Church, we strive to be a loving and welcoming community of faith. We
are centered in the Good News of Jesus Christ, who calls us to reconciliation and wholeness in a
world of alienation and brokenness.

All are welcome, without exception, regardless of race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender
identity, gender expression, age, physical or mental ability, education, income, or family status.

All are welcome here to worship God, receive the sacraments, and share in fellowship,
leadership, and service. We commit to treasuring one another's similarities and differences as one
body in Christ.

We are called to provide a safe space in the community as we break down the barriers of
isolation. We understand that being truly welcoming involves actively working against racism,
heteronormativity, sexism, transphobia, ageism, ableism, classism, and other forces that seek to
divide and oppress. We commit to continuing to discover what it means to be “Reconciling in
Christ.”

“Welcome one another therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.”
-Romans 15:7

Orientation to the Service

This bulletin will guide you through the entire service. Starting on page 3, words printed in bold
are for everyone to say aloud together. Instructions and information are printed in italics.

Hymns (songs) are found in the hymnals in the pew racks in front of your seat.
ELW = Evangelical Lutheran Worship (red hymnal)
ACS = All Creation Sings (blue hymnal)

Green-topped Welcome Cards are found in the pew racks in front of your seat. We would love
for guests, visitors, and anyone in need of prayer or more information about the church to fill one
out. Please place it in the offering plate or hand it to an usher after the service.

Children are welcome in worship! God put the wiggle in children, so please do not feel you
have to shush or suppress those wiggles in God’s house. All are welcome here! Consider sitting
toward the front where it is easier for children to see and hear what is happening in the service.
There are worship activity bags available for children on a shelf in the back of the sanctuary, and
a staffed nursery is available for very young ones. Ask an usher if you need help locating it.

Restrooms can be found by exiting the back of the sanctuary and turning right. Walk straight
until you pass the coffee bar, and you will find the women’s and men’s restrooms to your right.
An all-gender, ADA-compliant restroom will be found to your left, near the door to the kitchen.

Online access to the bulletin and hymns: standrewlutheran.com/worship/worship-bulletins/
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Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
July 26, 2026 | 9:30 AM

In today’s gospel Jesus offers everyday images that reveal to us the reign of God.: a tree that
becomes a sheltering home, yeast that penetrates and expands, a treasured pearl, a net that gains

a great catch. Even as we seek the riches of God’s reign, the great surprise is that God’s grace
finds us first!

PRELUDE

GATHERING THE HOLY SPIRIT CALLS US TOGETHER AS THE PEOPLE OF GOD.
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

The congregation may stand.




GATHERING HYMN Gather Us In | ELW 532
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I Here in this place the new light is stream-ing, now is the dark - ness
2 We are the young, our lives are a mys -try, we are the old who
3 Here we will take the wine and the wa - ter, here we will take the
4 Not in the dark of build-ings con-fin - ing, not in some heav - en,
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van - ished a - way; see in this space our  fears and our dream-ings

yearn for your face; we have been sung through-out all of his - t'ry,

bread of new birth, here you shall call your sons and your daugh-ters,

light years a - way— here in this place the new light is shin - ing,
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brought here to you in the light of this day.
called to be light to the whole hu - man race.
call us a-new to be salt for the earth.
now is the king - dom, and now is the day.
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Gath-er us in, the lost and for - sak - en gath-er us in, the
Gath-er wus in, the rich and the haugh-ty, gath-er us in, the
Give us to drink the wine of com-pas-sion, give us to eat the
Gath-er us in and hold us for -ev - er, gath-er us in and
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blind and the lame;
proud and the strong;
bread that

make us
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you;

your own;

call to us now, and
give us a heart, so
nour-ish us well, and
gath-er us in, all

we shall a - wak-en,

meek and so low - ly,
teach us

to fash-ion
peo-ples to - geth -er,
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we shall a - rise at the sound of our name.
give us the cour-age to en - ter the song.
lives that are ho - ly and hearts that are true.
fire . . of love in our flesh and our bone.
GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray together.

Beloved and sovereign God, through the life, death, and resurrection of
your Son you bring us into your realm of justice and mercy. By your Spirit,
give us your wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

The congregation is seated.

WORD GOD SPEAKS TO US IN SCRIPTURE READING, PREACHING, AND SONG.
CHILDREN'’S MESSAGE Pr. Allison Bengfort
READING Romans 8:26-39

A reading from Romans.

26The Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we
ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with groanings too deep for words.

27 And God, who searches hearts, knows what is the mind of the Spirit,
because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

28We know that all things work together for good for those who love God,
who are called according to God’s purpose. 2°For those whom God foreknew
are also predestined to be conformed to the image of God’s Son, in order that
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he might be the firstborn within a large family. 3°And those whom God
predestined are also called, and those whom God called are also justified, and
those whom God justified are also glorified.

31What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against
us? 32God who did not withhold the Son but gave him up for all of us, how
will God not with him also give us everything else? 3¥Who will bring any
charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 3*Who is to condemn? It is
Christ who died, or rather, who was raised, who is also at the right hand of
God, who also intercedes for us. 3Who will separate us from the love of
Christ? Will affliction or distress or persecution or famine or nakedness or
peril or sword? 3¢As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all day
long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” ¥’No, in all these things
we are more than victorious through God who loved us. 3For I am convinced
that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor powers, 3*nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our
Lord.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 119:129-136

129Your decrees are wonderful; therefore I obey them with all my heart.
130When your word is opened it gives light;
it gives understanding to the simple.

131] open my mouth and pant because I long for your commandments.
132Turn to me and be gracious to me,
as you always do to those who love your name.

1330rder my footsteps in your word; let no iniquity have dominion over me.
134Rescue me from those who oppress me,
and I will keep your commandments.



135Let your face shine upon your servant and teach me your statutes.

13My eyes shed streams of tears,

because people do not keep your teaching.

The congregation may stand.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

T
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Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

31Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The realm of heaven is like a
mustard seed that someone took and sowed in their field; 32it is the smallest
of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and
becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its

branches.

33The realm of heaven is like yeast that a baker took and mixed in with three
measures of flour until all of it was leavened.
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44The realm of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found
and reburied; then in that person’s joy they go and sell all that they have and
buy that field.

45Again, the realm of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; “on
finding one pearl of great value, they went and sold all that they had and
bought it.

47Again, the realm of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and
caught fish of every kind; 48when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down,
and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. 4°So it will be at the end
of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous
50and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.

5IHave you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 22And he said to
them, “Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple in the realm of
heaven is like the head of a household who brings out of the household’s
treasure what is new and what is old.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The congregation is seated.

SERMON Pr. Allison Bengfort

The congregation may stand.

HYMN OF THE DAY What Is the World Like | ACS1047
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1 What is the world  like when God’s will is
2 What is the world like when God’s will is
3 What s the world like when God’s will is
4 What is the world  like when God’s will is
5 These are the sto - ries that Je - sus im -
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This is how  God moves us each to be - lieve.
This is how  God longs for us when we roam.
This is how  God works when ri - val - ries end.
This is how God read - ies us for the light.
this is a new world where God’s will is  done.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

The congregation assumes a posture of prayer. You may kneel, sit, or stand;
fold your hands or turn them upward; close your eyes or look to the altar.

God of grace,
hear our prayer.




SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

All are invited to share a sign of peace with one another (handshake, hug, peace sign, etc.).
Placing your hands together in a praying position will signal to those around you that you
prefer not to physically touch others.

The congregation is seated.

MEAL GOD FEEDS US WITH THE PRESENCE OF JESUS CHRIST.
INVITATION TO OFFERING

Jesus draws us from the margins into community, from brokenness into
healing, and from death into new life. God loves us unconditionally and gives
us the gift of purpose in this world. We respond to this marvelous calling and
to God’s outpouring of love through our giving this day. Let us gather our
gifts together and offer them to God in gratitude and praise.

Contributions to St. Andrew Lutheran Church may be placed in the
offering plate or made online by scanning the QR code to the right.
Thank you for your generosity!

OFFERING
The congregation may stand.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray together.

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take
heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your
abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding
with us now and forever. Amen.
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DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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Bless-ed is the one who comes in the name of our God.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of
trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are
yours, now and forever. Amen.

The congregation is seated.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

All are invited to commune without exception! At the direction of an usher, those wishing to
commune may proceed down the center aisle. A piece of gluten-free bread will be placed in
your hands. You may dip the bread in the wine (red chalice) or the grape juice (light-colored
chalice), or you may choose to partake of bread only. If you prefer to receive a blessing, please
cross your arms across your chest to indicate this preference. If you would like to receive
communion in your seat, please alert an usher, and the elements will be brought to you.

COMMUNION SONG
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No race, no creed, no na - tion, no
Who ev - er we find troubl - ing and
When Je - sus set his ta - ble, no
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly | ELW 461
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1 All who hun -ger, gath-er glad - ly; ho-ly man-na is our bread.
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2 All who hun-ger, nev-er strang-ers; seek-er, be a wel-come guest.
3 All who hun-ger, sing to - geth - er, Je - sus Christ is liv - ing bread.
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Come from wil-der - ness and wan - d’ring. Here in truth we will be fed.
Come from rest-less - ness and roam-ing. Herein joy we keep the feast
Come from lone-1li - ness and long - ing.  Here in peacewe have been fed.
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You that yearn for days of full-ness, all a-round us is our food.
We that once were lost and scat-tered in com-mu-nion’s love have stood.
Blest are those who from this ta-ble live their days in grat-i - tude.
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Taste and see the grace e - ter - nal. Taste and see that God is good.
Taste and see the grace e - ter - nal. Taste and see that God is good.
Taste and see the grace e - ter - nal. Taste and see that God is good.

The congregation may stand.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray together.
Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are
filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this
holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask
this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and
forever. Amen.
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SENDING GOD BLESSES US AND SENDS US IN MISSION TO THE WORLD.

BLESSING

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, + one God,
bless, heal, and hold you today and always.

Amen.
SENDING HYMN Soon and Very Soon | ELW 439
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P we are goin’ to see the King.
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Hal-le - lu - jah, hal-le - lu - jah, we’re goin’ to see the King!

Fourth verse concludes with coda on next page.
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‘ Coda after stanza 4
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DISMISSAL
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Sanctuary of the Firs Worship Services

Presiding Minister: Pr. Allison Bengfort Musician: John Gladen

Preacher: Pr. Allison Bengfort Tech Team: Paul Navarre, Chase Isaacson
Assisting Minister: LuAnn Staul Ushers: Dana Taylor-Blakemore

Altar Guild: Liz Hardy Welcome Team:

Communion Assistant: Worship Coordinator:

Lector: Zoom Host: Rebecca Uecker

Sanctuary (Indoor) Worship Services

Presiding Minister: Pr. Colleen Nelson Lector: Gordon Teifel
Assisting Minister: Gordon Teifel Musician: Karl Gustafson
Altar Guild: Liz Hardy Nursery: Amy Harker, Fran Miller

“Gather Us In,” “What Is the World Like,” and “All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly” are used with permission from One
License. “Soon and Very Soon” is used with permission from CCLI. The COMMUNION SONG is used with permission:
Text © Amanda Udis-Kessler. Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service is obtained from

ONE LICENSE #A-722821 and CCLI #21945303 & #21945310. Liturgy taken from sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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