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Welcome to St. Andrew!

At St. Andrew Lutheran Church, we strive to be a loving and welcoming community of faith. We
are centered in the Good News of Jesus Christ, who calls us to reconciliation and wholeness in a
world of alienation and brokenness.

All are welcome, without exception, regardless of race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender
identity, gender expression, age, physical or mental ability, education, income, or family status.

All are welcome here to worship God, receive the sacraments, and share in fellowship,
leadership, and service. We commit to treasuring one another's similarities and differences as one
body in Christ.

We are called to provide a safe space in the community as we break down the barriers of
isolation. We understand that being truly welcoming involves actively working against racism,
heteronormativity, sexism, transphobia, ageism, ableism, classism, and other forces that seek to
divide and oppress. We commit to continuing to discover what it means to be “Reconciling in
Christ.”

“Welcome one another therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.”
-Romans 15:7

Orientation to the Service

This bulletin will guide you through the entire service. Starting on page 3, words printed in bold
are for everyone to say aloud together. Instructions and information are printed in italics.

Hymns (songs) are found in the hymnals in the pew racks in front of your seat.
ELW = Evangelical Lutheran Worship (red hymnal)
ACS = All Creation Sings (blue hymnal)

Green-topped Welcome Cards are found in the pew racks in front of your seat. We would love
for guests, visitors, and anyone in need of prayer or more information about the church to fill one
out. Please place it in the offering plate or hand it to an usher after the service.

Children are welcome in worship! God put the wiggle in children, so please do not feel you
have to shush or suppress those wiggles in God’s house. All are welcome here! Consider sitting
toward the front where it is easier for children to see and hear what is happening in the service.
There are worship activity bags available for children on a shelf in the back of the sanctuary, and
a staffed nursery is available for very young ones. Ask an usher if you need help locating it.

Restrooms can be found by exiting the back of the sanctuary and turning right. Walk straight
until you pass the coffee bar, and you will find the women’s and men’s restrooms to your right.
An all-gender, ADA-compliant restroom will be found to your left, near the door to the kitchen.

Online access to the bulletin and hymns: standrewlutheran.com/worship/worship-bulletins/
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Fifth Sunday of Easter

May 3, 2026 | 9:30 AM

As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he
goes to prepare a place for his followers in God’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share
Jesus” mission in the world. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ — our way,
our truth, our life.

PRELUDE

GATHERING WITH RITE OF BAPTISM
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

The congregation may stand.
BAPTISMAL HYMN All Are Welcome | ELW 641, vs. 1-3

PRESENTATION OF THE BAPTISMAL CANDIDATE

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope
through the sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word, God delivers us
from sin and death and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united
with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the
Holy Spirit, and joined in God’s mission for the life of the world.

Today, we have one candidate for baptism: Rae Marion.

Rae, called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you
desire to be baptized into Christ?
Baptismal Candidate: 1 do.

Rae, as you come to receive the gift of baptism, do you promise to be faithful
to your baptismal covenant: to live among God’s faithful people, to hear the
word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, to proclaim the good news of
God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all people, following the
example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?
Candidate: 1 do.



People of God, do you promise to support Rae and pray for her in their new
life in Christ?
We do.

PROFESSION OF FAITH

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith
of the church.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?

I renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
I renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?

I renounce them.

Do you believe in God the Creator?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting.

The congregation is seated.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Pr. Allison Bengfort



THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the
waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which
you took delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his
family, and through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into
freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the
Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you set us free
from the power of sin and death and raise us up to live in you.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are
washed in the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given
honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.

BAPTISM

Rae Marion, I baptize you in the name of the Creator, who is our Mother and
our Father, in the name of the Son, who is the Christ, and in the name of the
Holy Spirit.

Amen.

PRAYER OF BLESSING

Let us pray together.

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you
give your children new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to
eternal life. Sustain Rae with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of
wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of
knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both
now and forever. Amen.



ANOINTING

Rae Marion, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and
marked with the cross of Christ forever.
Amen.

PRESENTATION OF GIFTS

PRESENTATION OF THE BAPTISMAL CANDLE

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and
glorify your Creator in heaven.

WELCOME

Let us share a declaration of welcome with the newly baptized.

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share!
Together, we will give thanks and praise to God and share God’s love with
all the world.

The congregation may applaud.

Elementary-aged children (grades K-5) are invited to attend The Roots Children’s Church, led by
trained St. Andrew volunteers and located in the Children’s Library downstairs. Parents are
welcome to observe. The children will return to worship in time to receive communion.

BAPTISMAL HYMN All Are Welcome | ELW 641, vs. 4 & 5

GREETING

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray together.

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life.
Give us grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his
commandments, and to share his risen life with all the world, for he lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The congregation is seated.

WORD GOD SPEAKS TO US IN SCRIPTURE READING, PREACHING, AND SONG.
READING Acts 7:55-60
A reading from Acts.

5Filled with the Holy Spirit, Stephen gazed into heaven and saw the glory of
God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. %“Look,” he said, “I see the
heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But
they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against
him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him, and the
witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. ®While they
were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” ®Then he
knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against
them.” When he had said this, he died.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM 31:1-5, 15-16

n you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame;
deliver me in your righteousness.
ZIncline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me.

3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe,
for you are my crag and my stronghold;
for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me.
4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me,
for you are my tower of strength.

SInto your hands I commend my spirit,
for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.
15My times are in your hand;
rescue me from the hand of my enemies,
and from those who persecute me.

16 et your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love.”

The congregation may stand.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

0 N K\ N . . = |
7 ) 7 A ! ! I e 0 0 By
; L = e e
Be not a-fraid, singout for joy! Christis ris-en,al-le - lu - ia!
N WJ
e o 3§ g-— e o Lo, Za
I:L 1] I 1] |74 I |74 |P |P I ) é
P d— 4 — f I I oo o
e
0 . A [\ \ . . =
" A—— ) qn ! ’Js | | i —— : -
1L & I T
E = 33234 % -7
Be not a-fraid, singout for joy! Christis ris-en,al-le - lu - ia!
T et o
o —
Jop [} B el
=
GOSPEL John 14:1-14

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said to the disciples: 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in
God; believe also in me. 2In God’s house there are many dwelling places. If it
were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And
if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to
myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. #And you know the way to
the place where I am going.” *Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know
where you are going. How can we know the way?” ¢Jesus said to him, “I am
the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to God except through me.
7If you know me, you will know God also. From now on you do know God
and have seen God.”



8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us God, and we will be satisfied.” °Jesus said
to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know
me? Whoever has seen me has seen God. How can you say, ‘Show us God’?
10Do you not believe that I am in God and God is in me? The words that I say
to you I do not speak on my own, but God who dwells in me does these
works. 11Believe me that I am in God and God is in me, but if you do not, then
believe because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell you, the one who
believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater
works than these, because I am going to God. 13 will do whatever you ask in
my name, so that God may be glorified in me. 14If in my name you ask me for
anything, I will do it.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
GOSPEL RESPONSE
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The congregation is seated.
SERMON Pr. Allison Bengfort

10



The congregation may stand.

HYMN OF THE DAY Now the Green Blade Rises | ELW 379

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

All are invited to share a sign of peace with one another (handshake, hug, peace sign, etc.).
Placing your hands together in a praying position will signal to those around you that you
prefer not to physically touch others.

The congregation is seated.

MEAL GOD FEEDS US WITH THE PRESENCE OF JESUS CHRIST.
INVITATION TO OFFERING

As resurrection people, every moment offers us an opportunity to divest from
the power of death and invest in the power of new life. How are you being
called to use whatever resources you have to co-create a world of flourishing
for all? You are invited to share your offerings now, so that together, we
might roll away every stone of injustice, oppression, and harm so that all may
know the true power of Love.

Contributions to St. Andrew Lutheran Church may be placed in the
offering plate or made online by scanning the QR code to the right.
Thank you for your generosity!

®

OFFERING Come, My Way, Ralph Vaughan Williams, arr. Erik Whitehill
Sanctuary Choir, directed by John Gladen

The congregation may stand.
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray together.

Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You
have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger
and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that
goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. In the
name of Jesus, Amen.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,
the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

The congregation is seated.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

All are invited to commune without exception! At the direction of an usher, those wishing to
commune may proceed down the center aisle. A piece of gluten-free bread will be placed in
your hands. You may dip the bread in the wine (red chalice) or the grape juice (light-colored
chalice), or you may choose to partake of bread only. If you prefer to receive a blessing, please
cross your arms across your chest to indicate this preference. If you would like to receive
communion in your seat, please alert an usher, and the elements will be brought to you.
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COMMUNION SONG
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN

The congregation may stand.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray together.

 E— I r I

I Received the Living God | ELW 477

Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are
making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to
love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of

Jesus, Amen.

SENDING

GOD BLESSES US AND SENDS US IN MISSION TO THE WORLD.

BLESSING

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn
of the dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, + bless you now and

forever.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN Hallelujah! Jesus Lives! | ELW 380

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE
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Serving Today in Worship

Presiding Minister: Pr. Allison Bengfort Musician: Karl Gustafson

Preacher: Pr. Allison Bengfort Nursery Assistant:

Assisting Minister: Tech Team: Paul Navarre, Chase Isaacson
Altar Guild: Liz Hardy Ushers:

Children’s Church: Barbara Gutzler Welcome Team: Patty Jones

Communion Assistant: Worship Coordinator: Liz Hardy

Lector: Zoom Host: Marlan Bell

“All Are Welcome,” the GOSPEL ACCLAMATION, “Now the Green Blade Rises,”
and the COMMUNION SONG are used with permission from One License.

“I Received the Living God” and “Hallelujah! Jesus Lives!” are in the public domain.
Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service is

obtained from ONE LICENSE #A-722821 and CCLI #21945303 & #21945310.
Liturgy taken from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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