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Welcome to St. Andrew! 
 

At St. Andrew Lutheran Church, we strive to be a loving and welcoming community of faith. We 
are centered in the Good News of Jesus Christ, who calls us to reconciliation and wholeness in a 
world of alienation and brokenness. 
 

All are welcome, without exception, regardless of race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, gender expression, age, physical or mental ability, education, income, or family status. 
 

All are welcome here to worship God, receive the sacraments, and share in fellowship, 
leadership, and service. We commit to treasuring one another's similarities and differences as one 
body in Christ. 
 

We are called to provide a safe space in the community as we break down the barriers of 
isolation. We understand that being truly welcoming involves actively working against racism, 
heteronormativity, sexism, transphobia, ageism, ableism, classism, and other forces that seek to 
divide and oppress. We commit to continuing to discover what it means to be “Reconciling in 
Christ.” 
 

“Welcome one another therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.” 
-Romans 15:7 
 

Orientation to the Service 
 

This bulletin will guide you through the entire service. Starting on page 3, words printed in bold 
are for everyone to say aloud together. Instructions and information are printed in italics.  
 

Hymns (songs) are found in the hymnals in the pew racks in front of your seat. 
 ELW = Evangelical Lutheran Worship (red hymnal) 
 ACS = All Creation Sings (blue hymnal) 
 

Green-topped Welcome Cards are found in the pew racks in front of your seat. We would love 
for guests, visitors, and anyone in need of prayer or more information about the church to fill one 
out. Please place it in the offering plate or hand it to an usher after the service.  
 

Children are welcome in worship! God put the wiggle in children, so please do not feel you 
have to shush or suppress those wiggles in God’s house. All are welcome here! Consider sitting 
toward the front where it is easier for children to see and hear what is happening in the service.  
There are worship activity bags available for children on a shelf in the back of the sanctuary, and 
a staffed nursery is available for very young ones. Ask an usher if you need help locating it. 
 

Restrooms can be found by exiting the back of the sanctuary and turning right. Walk straight 
until you pass the coffee bar, and you will find the women’s and men’s restrooms to your right. 
An all-gender, ADA-compliant restroom will be found to your left, near the door to the kitchen. 
 

Online access to the bulletin and hymns: standrewlutheran.com/worship/worship-bulletins/ 



 3 

Resurrection of Our Lord 
Easter Sunday, April 5, 2026 | 9:30 AM 

 

Jesus, mysteriously appearing to Mary as the gardener, asks her: “Why are you weeping? Who 
are you looking for?” In the haze of grief, Mary can only see what is right before her—or in this 
case, what is not before her. It is only when Jesus calls her by name that the veil is lifted and she 
beholds the resurrected Christ. On this Easter morning, who—or what—are you looking for? 
Why have you come to the tomb? What kind of Jesus are you looking for? What veils need to be 
lifted so we can recognize God’s resurrection wherever it occurs? 
 

PRELUDE Fanfare for Easter, David Stocker 
    Bells of Grace, directed by John Gladen 
 

Prelude & Easter Fanfare (based on Easter Hymn), setting by Carla J. Giomo 
    Brass Quintet & Organ 
 

GATHERING THE HOLY SPIRIT CALLS US TOGETHER AS THE PEOPLE OF GOD. 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The congregation may stand. 
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PROCESSIONAL HYMN Jesus Christ Is Risen Today 
 

 Verse 3 to be sung in unison. Verses 1, 2, & 4 may be sung in harmony. 
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CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

What are you looking for? 
The light before dawn. 
 

What are you looking for? 
A reason to hope. 
 

What are you looking for? 
Joy after grief and flowers after winter. 
 

What are you looking for? 
A place to belong. 
 

What are you looking for? 
We are looking for the Messiah. 
 

Good news! Come in. Love is alive! Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE 
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The congregation is seated. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  Pr. Allison Bengfort 
 

Elementary-aged children (grades K-5) are invited to attend The Roots Children’s Church, led by 
trained St. Andrew volunteers and located in the Children’s Library downstairs. Parents are 
welcome to observe. The children will return to worship in time to receive communion. 
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WORD  GOD SPEAKS TO US IN SCRIPTURE READING, PREACHING, AND SONG. 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 

 Let us pray together. 
Rabbouni, Teacher, we have spent the past six weeks asking questions. We 
have turned over every rock. We have shined a light in every dusty corner. 
We have opened the blinds. We have wrestled with truth. We have sought 
after you. So on this Easter morning, bring wisdom to our seeking. Move 
through this room until the walls echo with the sound of alleluias. Roll 
back the stones that might prevent us from drawing closer to you. Calm our 
hearts. Say our names. Awaken us to your presence in our midst. We are 
here. We are listening. We are seeking after you. Alleluia. Amen. 

 

POEM  FOR REFLECTION “Lost and Found” by Rev. Sarah Speed 
 

 Mary wept. 
 Standing in the garden, 
 soft dirt under her feet, 
 sun still tucked away, 
 sleeping under the horizon. 
 

 The other disciples left, 
 but Mary stayed. 
 Mary wept. 
 Shoulders shaking, 
 tears running down her face. 
 She said, They have taken my Lord away, 
 and I don’t know where they put him. 
 

 But here’s what Easter taught me: 
 if you think you’ve lost God, 
 if it feels like heaven has slipped through the cracks, 
 if you feel like the night will never end, 
 then know, there is no hide-and-seek with the divine 
 that doesn’t end in you being found. 
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 Stay still. 
 Keep breathing. 
 God is closer than you think. 
 

The congregation may stand. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

 

 
 

GOSPEL   John 20:1-18 
 

 The holy gospel according to John. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene 
came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 
2So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom 
Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, 
and we do not know where they have laid him.” 3Then Peter and the other 
disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 4The two were running together, 
but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5He bent down 
to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. 
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6Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the 
linen wrappings lying there, 7and the cloth that had been on Jesus’s head, not 
lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8Then the 
other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and 
believed, 9for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise 
from the dead. 10Then the disciples returned to their homes. 
 

11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to 
look into the tomb, 12and she saw two angels in white sitting where the body 
of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 13They said 
to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken 
away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14When she 
had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did 
not know that it was Jesus. 15Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you 
weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she 
said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid 
him, and I will take him away.” 16Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and 
said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). 17Jesus said to 
her, “Do not touch me, because I have not yet ascended to the Creator. But go 
to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Creator and your 
Creator, to my God and your God.’” 18Mary Magdalene went and announced 
to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord,” and she told them that he had said 
these things to her. 

 

 The gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

GOSPEL RESPONSE 
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The congregation is seated. 
 

SERMON  Pr. Allison Bengfort 
 

The congregation may stand. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing! | ELW 385 
 

Verse 3 to be sung in unison. Verses 1, 2, & 4 may be sung in harmony,  
the parts for which can be found in the red hymnals located in the pew racks. 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

 Merciful God, 
 receive our prayer. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

 The peace of Christ be with you always. 
 And also with you. 
 

All are invited to share a sign of peace with one another (handshake, hug, peace sign, etc.). 
Placing your hands together in a praying position will signal to those around you that you 
prefer not to physically touch others. 

 

The congregation is seated. 
 

MEAL  GOD FEEDS US WITH THE PRESENCE OF JESUS CHRIST. 
 

INVITATION TO OFFERING 
 

As resurrection people, every moment offers us an opportunity to divest from 
the power of death and invest in the power of new life. How are you being 
called to use whatever resources you have to co-create a world of flourishing 
for all? You are invited to share your offerings now, so that together, we 
might roll away every stone of injustice, oppression, and harm so that all may 
know the true power of Love. 

 

Contributions to St. Andrew Lutheran Church may be placed in the  
offering plate or made online by scanning the QR code to the right.  
Thank you for your generosity!   

 

OFFERING Alleluia, He Lives, Joel Raney 
    Bells of Grace, Brass Quintet, & Sanctuary Choir, directed by John Gladen 
 

The congregation may stand. 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
 

 Let us pray together. 
Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You 
have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger 
and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that 
goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. In the 
name of Jesus, Amen. 

 

DIALOGUE 
 

 
 

PREFACE 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 

 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The congregation is seated. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

 Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord. 
 

All are invited to commune without exception! At the direction of an usher, those wishing to 
commune may proceed down the center aisle. A piece of gluten-free bread will be placed in 
your hands. You may dip the bread in the wine (red chalice) or the grape juice (light-colored 
chalice), or you may choose to partake of bread only. If you prefer to receive a blessing, please 
cross your arms across your chest to indicate this preference. If you would like to receive 
communion in your seat, please alert an usher, and the elements will be brought to you. 

 

LAMB OF GOD 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds | ELW 367 
 

 Verse 3 to be sung in unison. Verses 1, 2, & 4 may be sung in harmony, 
 the parts for which can be found in the red hymnals located in the pew racks. 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN Christ Is Risen! Alleluia! | ELW 382 
 

 Verse 3 to be sung in unison. Verses 1, 2, & 4 may be sung in harmony, 
 the parts for which can be found in the red hymnals located in the pew racks. 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing | ELW 389 
 

 Verse 4 to be sung in unison. Verses 1, 2, 3, & 5 may be sung in harmony, 
 the parts for which can be found in the red hymnals located in the pew racks. 
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The congregation may stand. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

 Let us pray together. 
Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are 
making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to 
love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of 
Jesus, Amen. 

 

SENDING GOD BLESSES US AND SENDS US IN MISSION TO THE WORLD. 
 

BLESSING 
 

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end,  
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,  
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,  
☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN Thine Is the Glory 
 

 Verse 2 to be sung in unison. Verses 1 & 3 may be sung in harmony. 
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DISMISSAL 
 

 Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
 Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

 Alleluia! Go in peace to praise the Lord! 
 Thanks be to God! Alleluia! 
 

POSTLUDE Flourishes, Carlyle Sharpe 
    Brass Quintet & Organ 
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Serving Today in Worship 
 

Presiding Minister: Pr. Allison Bengfort 
Preacher: Pr. Allison Bengfort 
Assisting Minister: Pat Christiansen 
Acolytes: Cora Kalainoff, Evan Kalainoff 
Altar Guild: Susan Werner Reiser 
Children’s Church: Kyler Vogt 
Comm. Assistant: Kim Taylor-Blakemore 
Lector: Tom Mehlhorn 

Musician: Karl Gustafson 
Tech Team: Paul Navarre, Chase Isaacson 
Ushers: Tom Lane, 
   Dana Taylor-Blakemore 
Welcome Team: Patty Jones 
Worship Coordinator: Pat Christiansen 
Zoom Host: Marlan Bell

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The GOSPEL ACCLAMATION, “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!”  
“Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds,” and “Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing,”  

are used with permission from One License. 
 

“Jesus Christ Is Risen Today,” “Christ Is Risen! Alleluia!”  
and “Thine Is the Glory” are in the public domain. 

 
Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service is obtained  

from ONE LICENSE #A-722821 and CCLI #21945303 & #21945310.  
 

Some elements of the liturgy used with permission:  
Prayer by Rev. Sarah A. Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org.  

 
Other elements of the liturgy taken from sundaysandseasons.com.  

Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 


