
  

 

  

Second Sunday after Epiphany 
St. Andrew Lutheran Church 

January 18, 2026 
 
 

 



 2 

Welcome to St. Andrew! 
 

At St. Andrew Lutheran Church, we strive to be a loving and welcoming community of faith. We 
are centered in the Good News of Jesus Christ, who calls us to reconciliation and wholeness in a 
world of alienation and brokenness. 
 

All are welcome, without exception, regardless of race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, gender expression, age, physical or mental ability, education, income, or family status. 
 

All are welcome here to worship God, receive the sacraments, and share in fellowship, 
leadership, and service. We commit to treasuring one another's similarities and differences as one 
body in Christ. 
 

We are called to provide a safe space in the community as we break down the barriers of 
isolation. We understand that being truly welcoming involves actively working against racism, 
heteronormativity, sexism, transphobia, ageism, ableism, classism, and other forces that seek to 
divide and oppress. We commit to continuing to discover what it means to be “Reconciling in 
Christ.” 
 

“Welcome one another therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.” 
-Romans 15:7 
 

Orientation to the Service 
 

This bulletin will guide you through the entire service. Starting on page 3, words printed in bold 
are for everyone to say aloud together. Instructions and information are printed in italics.  
 

Hymns (songs) are found in the hymnals in the pew racks in front of your seat. 
 ELW = Evangelical Lutheran Worship (red hymnal) 
 ACS = All Creation Sings (blue hymnal) 
 

Green-topped Welcome Cards are found in the pew racks in front of your seat. We would love 
for guests, visitors, and anyone in need of prayer or more information about the church to fill one 
out. Please place it in the offering plate or hand it to an usher after the service.  
 

Children are welcome in worship! God put the wiggle in children, so please do not feel you 
have to shush or suppress those wiggles in God’s house. All are welcome here! Consider sitting 
toward the front where it is easier for children to see and hear what is happening in the service.  
There are worship activity bags available for children on a shelf in the back of the sanctuary, and 
a staffed nursery is available for very young ones. Ask an usher if you need help locating it. 
 

Restrooms can be found by exiting the back of the sanctuary and turning right. Walk straight 
until you pass the coffee bar, and you will find the women’s and men’s restrooms to your right. 
An all-gender, ADA-compliant restroom will be found to your left, near the door to the kitchen. 
 

Online access to the bulletin and hymns: standrewlutheran.com/worship/worship-bulletins/ 
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Second Sunday after Epiphany 
January 18, 2026 | 9:30 AM 

 

Every gathering for worship has elements of thanksgiving. When we are nourished with God’s 
bounty in holy communion, when we partake of Jesus’ word that gives life to the world, and even 
when two or three of us simply join our hearts in prayer to make our requests known to God, we 
do so “with thanksgiving.” Let us give thanks to God, who is good and whose mercy endures 
forever. 
 

PRELUDE Kristie Gladhill 
 

GATHERING THE HOLY SPIRIT CALLS US TOGETHER AS THE PEOPLE OF GOD. 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The congregation may stand. 
 

GATHERING HYMN Praise and Thanksgiving | ELW 689 
 

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

 Let us pray together. 
Holy God, our strength and our redeemer, by your Spirit hold us forever, 
that through your grace we may worship you and faithfully serve you, 
follow you and joyfully find you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 

 

The congregation is seated. 
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WORD  GOD SPEAKS TO US IN SCRIPTURE READING, PREACHING, AND SONG. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  Pr. Allison Bengfort 
 

Elementary-aged children (grades K-5) are dismissed to attend The Roots Children’s Church. 
 

READING Isaiah 49:1-7 
 

 A reading from Isaiah. 
 

1Listen to me, O coastlands; pay attention, you peoples from far away! The 
LORD called me before I was born; while I was in my mother’s womb the 
LORD named me. 2The LORD made my mouth like a sharp sword; in the 
shadow of the LORD’S hand was I hidden; I was made a polished arrow; in the 
quiver of the LORD was I hidden away. 3And the LORD said to me, “You are 
my servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” 4But I said, “I have labored in 
vain; I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; yet surely my cause is 
with the LORD and my reward with my God.” 5And now the LORD says, who 
formed me in the womb to be a servant, to bring Jacob back, and that Israel 
might be gathered together, for I am honored in the sight of the LORD, and my 
God has become my strength—6the LORD says, “It is too light a thing that you 
should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the 
survivors of Israel; I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation 
may reach to the end of the earth.” 
 

7Thus says the LORD, the Redeemer of Israel and the Holy One, to one deeply 
despised, abhorred by the nations, the slave of rulers, “Kings shall see and 
stand up; princes, and they shall prostrate themselves, because of the LORD, 
who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.” 

 

 Word of God, word of life. 
 Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 40:1-11 
 

 The congregation is invited to speak the psalm responsively. 
 

 1I waited patiently upon the LORD, who stooped to me and heard my cry. 
  2The LORD lifted me out of the desolate pit, out of the miry clay, 
  and set my feet upon a high cliff, making my footing sure. 
 

 3The LORD put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God; 
 many shall see, and stand in awe, and put their trust in the LORD. 
  4Happy are they who trust in the LORD! 
  They do not turn to enemies or to those who follow lies. 
 

 5Great are the wonders you have done, O LORD my God!  
   In your plans for us, none can be compared with you! 
 Oh, that I could make them known and tell them!  
   But they are more than I can count. 
  6Sacrifice and offering you do not desire; 
  you have opened my ears:  
   burnt-offering and sin-offering you have not required. 
 

 7And so I said, “Here I am; I come. 
 In the scroll of the book it is written of me: 
  8‘I love to do your will, O my God; 
  your law is deep within me.’” 
 

 9I proclaimed righteousness in the great assembly; 
 I have not restrained my lips, O LORD, you know. 
  10I have not hidden your righteousness in my heart;  
   I have spoken of your faithfulness and your deliverance; 
  I have not concealed your steadfast love and truth  
   from the great assembly. 
 

 11You are the LORD; do not withhold your compassion from me; 
 may your steadfast love and your truth continually keep me safe. 
 

The congregation may stand. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   
 

 
 

GOSPEL   Matthew 6:19-34 
 

 The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus said, 19“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth 
and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal, 20but store up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and 
where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there 
your heart will be also. 
 

22The eye is the lamp of the body. So if your eye is healthy, your whole body 
will be full of light, 23but if your eye is unhealthy, your whole body will be 
full of darkness. If, then, the light in you is darkness, how great is the 
darkness! 
 

24No one can serve two masters, for a slave will either hate the one and love 
the other or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve 
God and wealth. 
 



 7 

25Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what 
you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than 
food and the body more than clothing? 26Look at the birds of the air: they 
neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Creator 
feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 27And which of you by 
worrying can add a single hour to your span of life? 28And why do you worry 
about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither 
toil nor spin, 29yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed 
like one of these. 30But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive 
today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will God not much more clothe 
you—you of little faith? 31Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ 
or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’ 32For it is the gentiles who 
seek all these things, and indeed your heavenly Creator knows that you need 
all these things. 33But seek first the kingdom of God and its righteousness, 
and all these things will be given to you as well. 
 

34So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its 
own. Today’s trouble is enough for today.” 

 

 The gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The congregation is seated. 
 

SERMON  Pr. Allison Bengfort 
 

The congregation may stand. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY We Give Thee but Thine Own | ELW 686 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

 Merciful God, 
 receive our prayer. 
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SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

 The peace of Christ be with you always. 
 And also with you. 
 

All are invited to share a sign of peace with one another (handshake, hug, peace sign, etc.). 
Placing your hands together in a praying position will signal to those around you that you 
prefer not to physically touch others. 

 

The congregation is seated. 
 

STEWARDSHIP PRESENTATION & TESTIMONY 
 

MEAL  GOD FEEDS US WITH THE PRESENCE OF JESUS CHRIST. 
 

INVITATION TO OFFERING 
 

Contributions to St. Andrew Lutheran Church may be placed in the  
offering plate or made online by scanning the QR code to the right.  
Thank you for your generosity!   
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OFFERING Where Your Treasure Is, Marty Haugen 
    Sanctuary Choir, directed by John Gladen 
 

 The congregation is invited to join in the refrain: 
 

 
 

The congregation may stand. 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Let us pray together. 
God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared 
for those who love you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your 
mercy. Use what we have gathered to feed us with the reign of God come 
near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

DIALOGUE 
 

 
 

PREFACE 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 

 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of 
trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The congregation is seated. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

All are invited to commune without exception! At the direction of an usher, those wishing to 
commune may proceed down the center aisle. A piece of gluten-free bread will be placed in 
your hands. You may dip the bread in the wine (red chalice) or the grape juice (light-colored 
chalice), or you may choose to partake of bread only. If you prefer to receive a blessing, please 
cross your arms across your chest to indicate this preference. If you would like to receive 
communion in your seat, please alert an usher, and the elements will be brought to you. 

 

COMMUNION SONG Feed Us with Hunger for Justice | ACS 968 
 

 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN Seek Ye First 
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The congregation may stand. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

 Let us pray together. 
Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the 
sacrament of his body and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send us 
from this table with delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty of your 
love, and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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SENDING GOD BLESSES US AND SENDS US IN MISSION TO THE WORLD. 
 

BLESSING OF COMMUNION MINISTERS 
 

Eternal God, whose glory is revealed in the crucified and risen Christ:  
Bless those who go forth to share your word and sacrament with our absent 
siblings. In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those to whom we 
bring this communion that we may all feast upon your abundant love made 
known in Jesus Christ. 

 Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
 

May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth and tuned your 
heart for praise ☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN God of the Fertile Fields | ACS 1063 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

 Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE  
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Serving Today in Worship 
 

Presiding Minister: Pr. Allison Bengfort 
Preacher: Pr. Allison Bengfort 
Assisting Minister: LuAnn Staul 
Altar Guild: Patty Jones 
Communion Assistant: LuAnn Staul 
Lector: Tom Mehlhorn 
Musicians: Lindsey Lane, Kristie Gladhill 

Nursery Assistant: Amy Harker 
Tech Team: Paul Navarre, Chase Isaacson 
Ushers: Dana Taylor-Blakemore 
Welcome Team: Kim Taylor-Blakemore 
Worship Coordinator:  
Zoom Host: Marlan Bell

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Altar flowers today are given to the glory of God by  
Mike & Linda McDowall in memory of their son, Garett. 

 
“Praise and Thanksgiving,” “Where Your Treasure Is,” “Feed Us with Hunger for Justice,”  

and “God of the Fertile Fields” are used with permission from One License. 
 

“Seek Ye First” is used with permission from CCLI. 
 

“We Give Thee but Thine Own” is in the public domain. 
 

Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service is  
obtained from ONE LICENSE #A-722821 and CCLI #21945303 & #21945310.  

Liturgy taken from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
 


