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Welcome to St. Andrew! 
 
At St. Andrew Lutheran Church, we strive to be a loving and welcoming community of faith. We 
are centered in the Good News of Jesus Christ, who calls us to reconciliation and wholeness in a 
world of alienation and brokenness. 
 

All are welcome, without exception, regardless of race, ethnicity, gender, gender identity, sexual 
orientation, age, physical or mental ability, education, income, or family status. 
 

All are welcome here to worship God, receive the sacraments, and share in fellowship, 
leadership, and service. We commit to treasuring one another's similarities and differences as one 
body in Christ. 
 

We are called to provide a safe space in the community as we break down the barriers of 
isolation. We will continue to discover what it means to be "Reconciling in Christ." 
 

"Welcome one another therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God."  
    - Romans 15:7 

 
Orientation to the Service 

 
This bulletin will guide you through the entire service. Starting on page 3, words printed in bold 
are for everyone to say aloud together. Instructions and information are printed in italics.  
 

Hymns (songs) are found in the hymnals in the pew racks in front of your seat. 
 ELW = Evangelical Lutheran Worship (red hymnal) 
 ACS = All Creation Sings (blue hymnal) 
 

Green-topped Welcome Cards are found in the pew racks in front of your seat. We would love 
for guests, visitors, and anyone in need of prayer or more information about the church to fill one 
out. Please place it in the offering plate or hand it to an usher after the service.  
 

Children are welcome in worship! God put the wiggle in children, so please do not feel you 
have to shush or suppress those wiggles in God’s house. All are welcome here! Consider sitting 
toward the front where it is easier for children to see and hear what is happening in the service.  
There are worship activity bags available for children on a shelf in the back of the sanctuary, and 
a staffed nursery is available for very young ones. Ask an usher if you need help locating it. 
 

Restrooms can be found by exiting the back of the sanctuary and turning right. Walk straight 
until you pass the coffee bar, and you will find the women’s and men’s restrooms to your right. A 
gender-neutral, ADA-compliant restroom will be found to your left, near the entrance to the 
kitchen. 
 

Online access to the bulletin and hymns: standrewlutheran.com/worship/worship-bulletins/ 
 

 



 3 

Second Sunday of Easter 
Earth Care Fair Sunday, April 27, 2025 | 9:30 AM 

 

In spite of all we have heard and all we have seen, it is often hard to believe. Because it is hard to 
believe, we will invest ourselves in the Easter mystery for fifty days (a week of weeks). Because it 
is hard to believe, John the evangelist will provide sign after sign celebrating Jesus’ victory over 
death. Because it is hard to believe, the risen Jesus will return to us again and again in the 
mystery of holy communion, inviting us to touch and taste his presence, and offering us his 
peace. 
 

GATHERING THE HOLY SPIRIT CALLS US TOGETHER AS THE PEOPLE OF GOD. 
 

PRELUDE The Ash Grove, setting by John Helgen 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The congregation may stand. 
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PROCESSIONAL HYMN Our Calling Is Clear 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 5 
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THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 

 Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
 Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia! 
 

 In the name of ☩ the One who was, who is, and who is to come. 
 Amen. 
 

Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, and called to live the baptized 
life, let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 

 

Holy God, we give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that make a 
people your own, that restore to wholeness, and empower us to be witnesses 
in your name. Baptized into you, O Living One, 

 make us one as you are one. 
 

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that strengthen 
believers and give new life to beloved servants of your church; waters that 
extend your boundless love and cross barriers of our own making. Baptized 
into you, O Living One, 

 make us one as you are one. 
 

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that open the hearts of 
believers and give a voice in the night to those in captivity; waters that set 
your people on a new path, rejoicing in the Spirit’s power. Baptized into you, 
O Living One, 

 make us one as you are one. 
 

Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One, that our every day is shaped by 
these waters that give us our very lives in you. We ask this in the name of 
Jesus, the Crucified and Risen One. 

 Amen. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE Glory to God 
Sung by soloist 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

 Let us pray together. 
O God of life, you reach out to us amid our fears with the wounded hands 
of your risen Son. By your Spirit’s breath revive our faith in your mercy, 
and strengthen us to be the body of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 

The congregation is seated. 
 

WORD  GOD SPEAKS TO US IN SCRIPTURE READING, PREACHING, AND SONG. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Pastor Allison Bengfort 
 

BLESSING OF THE QUILTS 
 

God of love, bless these quilts and the creators of these quilts. Carry these 
quilts safely to their recipients around the world. We pray that the 
compassion that has been stitched into each quilt with each needle stroke will 
bring love and hope. May these quilts be a refuge of warmth and comfort. 
May their recipients know deep in their hearts that God is with them every 
moment of every day. May these quilts remind everyone of God’s 
unshakeable love, and may they bring sweet dreams and, through the Holy 
Spirit, a peace which passes all understanding. 

 Amen. 
 

READING Acts 5:27-32 
 

 A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
 

27When they had brought the apostles, they had them stand before the 
council. The high priest questioned them, 28saying, “We gave you strict orders 
not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your 
teaching, and you are determined to bring this man’s blood on us.” 29But 
Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than any human 
authority. 30The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed 
by hanging him on a tree. 31God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and 
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Savior that he might give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32And 
we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has 
given to those who obey him.” 

 

 Word of God, word of life. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM  Psalm 148 
 

 1Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise God in the heights. 
  2Praise the LORD, all you angels; sing praise, all you hosts of heaven. 
 

 3Praise the LORD, sun and moon; sing praise, all you shining stars. 
  4Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens, and you waters above the heavens. 
 

 5Let them praise the name of the LORD, 
   who commanded, and they were created, 
  6who made them stand fast forever and ever, 
    giving them a law that shall not pass away. 
 

 7Praise the LORD from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps; 
  8fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous wind, doing God’s will; 
 

 9mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars; 
  10wild beasts and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds; 
 

 11sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the world; 
  12young men and maidens, old and young together. 
 

 13Let them praise the name of the LORD, 
 whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven. 

  14The LORD has raised up strength for the people 
     and praise for all faithful servants, 

    the children of Israel, a people who are near the LORD. Hallelujah! 
 

The congregation may stand. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW 172) 
 

 
 

GOSPEL   John 20:19-31 
 

 The holy gospel according to John. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors 
were locked where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he 
showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they 
saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father 
has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them 
and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, 
they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 24But 
Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them 
when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” 
But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put 
my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with 
them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here 
and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt 
but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said 



 10 

to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those 
who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 30Now Jesus did many 
other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not written in this book. 
31But these are written so that you may continue to believe that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his 
name. 

 

 The gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

GOSPEL RESPONSE  (ELW 172) 
 

 
 

The congregation is seated. 
 

SERMON   Sister India Jensen Kerr 
 

The congregation may stand. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY Earth Is Full of Wit and Wisdom (ACS 1064) 
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NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all 
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly 
human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped 
and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one 
holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 
the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

 Hear us, O God. 
 Your mercy is great. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

 The peace of Christ be with you always. 
 And also with you. 
 

All are invited to share a sign of peace with one another (handshake, hug, peace sign, etc.). 
Placing your hands together in a praying position will signal to those around you that you 
prefer not to physically touch others. 

 

The congregation is seated. 
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MEAL  GOD FEEDS US WITH THE PRESENCE OF JESUS CHRIST. 
 

INVITATION TO OFFERING 
 

As resurrection people, every moment offers us an opportunity to divest from 
the power of death and invest in the power of new life. How are you being 
called to use whatever resources you have to co-create a world of flourishing 
for all? You are invited to bring your life-affirming, resurrecting intentions to 
this offering so that together, we might roll away every stone of injustice, 
oppression, and harm until all know the true power of Love. 

 

 Contributions to St. Andrew Lutheran Church may be placed in the offering plate or  
 made online (standrewlutheran.com/give). Thank you for your generosity! 
 

OFFERING  Holy Manna, setting by John Carter 
 

The congregation may stand. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

Let us pray together. 
Risen One, you have gathered us around your table of grace along with 
these gifts we bring. Come among us again, breathe your life into us, and 
enliven us with this meal, that we may live as your risen body in the world. 
Amen. 

 

DIALOGUE 
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PREFACE 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 

 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the 
time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The congregation is seated. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

 Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life. 
 

All are invited to commune without exception! At the direction of an usher, those wishing to 
commune may proceed down the center aisle. A piece of gluten-free bread will be placed in 
your hands. You may dip the bread in the cup of wine (red chalice) or the cup of grape juice 
(light-colored chalice), or you may choose to partake of the bread only. If you prefer not to 
receive communion but would like to receive a blessing, please cross your arms across your 
chest to indicate this preference. If you would like to receive communion in your seat, please 
alert an usher, and the elements will be brought to you. 

 

LAMB OF GOD 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN For the Beauty of the Earth (ELW 879) 
 

The congregation may stand. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

 Let us pray together. 
Living One, in this feast you have made yourself known to us. Send us now 
to tell of your wonders, sing of your glory, and proclaim your risen life to a 
wounded and weary world. Amen. 

 

SENDING GOD BLESSES US AND SENDS US IN MISSION TO THE WORLD. 
 

SENDING OF EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
 

Eternal God, whose glory is revealed in the crucified and risen Christ:  
Bless those who go forth to share your word and sacrament with our absent 
siblings. In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those to whom we 
bring this communion that we may all feast upon your abundant love made 
known in Jesus Christ. 

 Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
 

The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come, Sovereign, ☩ Savior, 
and Spirit, light your way with resurrection dawn, now and always. 
Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me (ELW 860) 
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DISMISSAL 
 

 Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
 Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

 Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

POSTLUDE  Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen, arr. Anne Krentz Organ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Serving in Worship 
 

Presider: Pr. Allison Bengfort 
Preacher: Sr. India Jensen Kerr 
Assisting Minister: Pat Christiansen 
Acolyte:  
Altar Flowers:  
Altar Guild:  
Communion Assistant:  
Greeters: Patty Jones and Bobbie Larson 

Lector: Robert Hawthorne 
Musician: Lindsey Lane 
Nursery Attendants: 
Tech Team: Chase Isaacson 
Ushers: Noelle & Tom Melhorn  
Worship Coordinator: Pat Christiansen 
Zoom Host: Marlan Bell

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Our Calling Is Clear” is used with permission from One License. 
 

Gospel Acclamation/Response is in the public domain. 
All other liturgy music is used with permission from the composer, Robert Hawthorne. 

 
Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service is obtained from  
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