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Welcome to St. Andrew! 
 
At St. Andrew Lutheran Church, we strive to be a loving and welcoming community of faith. We 
are centered in the Good News of Jesus Christ, who calls us to reconciliation and wholeness in a 
world of alienation and brokenness. 
 

All are welcome, without exception, regardless of race, ethnicity, gender, gender identity, sexual 
orientation, age, physical or mental ability, education, income, or family status. 
 

All are welcome here to worship God, receive the sacraments, and share in fellowship, 
leadership, and service. We commit to treasuring one another's similarities and differences as one 
body in Christ. 
 

We are called to provide a safe space in the community as we break down the barriers of 
isolation. We will continue to discover what it means to be "Reconciling in Christ." 
 

"Welcome one another therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God."  
    - Romans 15:7 

 
Orientation to the Service 

 
This bulletin will guide you through the entire service. Starting on page 3, words printed in bold 
are for everyone to say aloud together. Instructions and information are printed in italics.  
 

Hymns (songs) are found in the hymnals in the pew racks in front of your seat. 
 ELW = Evangelical Lutheran Worship (red hymnal) 
 ACS = All Creation Sings (blue hymnal) 
 

Green-topped Welcome Cards are found in the pew racks in front of your seat. We would love 
for guests, visitors, and anyone in need of prayer or more information about the church to fill one 
out. Please place it in the offering plate or hand it to an usher after the service.  
 

Children are welcome in worship! God put the wiggle in children, so please do not feel you 
have to shush or suppress those wiggles in God’s house. All are welcome here! Consider sitting 
toward the front where it is easier for children to see and hear what is happening in the service.  
There are worship activity bags available for children on a shelf in the back of the sanctuary, and 
a staffed nursery is available for very young ones. Ask an usher if you need help locating it. 
 

Restrooms can be found by exiting the back of the sanctuary and turning right. Walk straight 
until you pass the coffee bar, and you will find the women’s and men’s restrooms to your right. A 
gender-neutral, ADA-compliant restroom will be found to your left, near the entrance to the 
kitchen. 
 

Online access to the bulletin and hymns: standrewlutheran.com/worship/worship-bulletins/ 
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Resurrection of Our Lord 
Easter Sunday, April 20, 2025 

9:30 AM 
 

Grief is a healthy response to Jesus’ death and a valid way to enter worship on Easter morning. 
And yet, the women at the empty tomb are given hope amidst their mourning. The other disciples 
don’t believe the women’s message, but Peter, living in the in-between of grief and hope, runs to 
the tomb to see for himself. Grieving doesn’t have to make us hopeless. Hope can compel us to take 
action when we are deep in grief. 
 

PRELUDES Easter Fantasy, arr. Clarence Kohlmann 
    Piano & Organ duet 
 

Now Is Christ Risen from the Dead, Frederick Frahm & Timothy Dudley-Smith 
    Sanctuary Choir & Friends with Flute 
 

 Now is Christ Risen from the dead, now are the powers of darkness fled,  
 Gone is the night of sin and gloom, Jesus is risen from the tomb. 
 

 Now is Christ Risen from the dead, empty there lies his narrow bed,  
 Christ and his cross have won the day: come, see the grave in which he lay. 
 

 Now is Christ Risen from the dead, he who his blood for sinners shed,  
 In him who died to bear our sins our resurrection life begins. 
 

 Now is Christ risen from the dead, risen and reigning as he said,  
 Praise him who light and life restored, Praise him, our ever-living Lord! 
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    Thine Is the Glory, arr. Sondra K. Tucker 
    Bells of Grace 
 

    O Filii et Filiae – Intro, Theme & Variations, arr. Raymon H. Haan 
    Organ & Trumpets 
 

GATHERING THE HOLY SPIRIT CALLS US TOGETHER AS THE PEOPLE OF GOD. 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The congregation may stand. 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN Christ Is Risen! Alleluia! (ELW 382) 
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CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

My dear friends, we have known grief. We have known loss. We have known 
the long road, tired and winding. We have whispered prayers on bended 
knees. We have stared at the sky, empty of stars. 

 

 But today— 
 today we know hope. 
 Today we know life. 
 Today we know the sound of alleluias. 
 Today we know that death does not have the last word. 
 Today we know that nothing can separate us from the love of God. 
 

It is Easter. May hope find you. And may you know, deep in your bones, that 
today is a new day. Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

 Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
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HYMN OF PRAISE This Is the Feast (ELW Setting 3) 
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The congregation is seated. 
 

WORD  GOD SPEAKS TO US IN SCRIPTURE READING, PREACHING, AND SONG. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Pastor Allison Bengfort 
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PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 

 Let us pray. 
God of alleluias and empty tombs, God of garden plots and good news, it is 
Easter. It is finally Easter. In a world full of grief and heartache, in a world 
full of violence and oppression, in a world full of loss and separation, we long 
for this day because Easter sings a different song. Easter sings a song of hope. 
Easter sings a song of new life. Easter sings a song of love that makes you 
want to jump out of your chair and run barefoot to the tomb. Easter smells of 
fresh flowers and baked bread. It sounds like trumpets and laughter. It feels 
like a crowded table and a warm hug. Yes, Easter sings a different song. So in 
a world full of grief, help us to cling to Easter’s hope. In a world full of grief, 
help us hear this story of good news. In a world full of grief, we’re ready to 
jump out of our chairs and run barefoot to the tomb. With hope we pray, with 
hope we listen.  
Amen. 

 

POEM FOR REFLECTION “In the Direction of Hope” by Rev. Sarah A. Speed 
 

 I am on my way. 
 Wait for me in the garden; 
 I will be there soon. 
 

 I’m not the fastest runner, 
 Lord knows that, 
 but these legs are moving. 
 

 I suppose I could blame my weary spirit for the slow speed. 
 I could blame the grief I’ve shoved into my pockets and 
 laid around my neck. 
 I could blame my own hesitation to hope, 
 a hesitation that clings like mud. 
 

 But I don’t know that Jesus cares about my speed. 
 So tell God when you see them— 
 I am on my way. 
 Wait for me in the garden. 
 I will be there soon. 
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The congregation may stand. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Sung twice 
 

 
 

GOSPEL   Luke 24:1-12 
 

 The holy gospel according to Luke. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1On the first day of the week, at early dawn, the women went to the tomb, 
taking the spices that they had prepared. 2They found the stone rolled away 
from the tomb, 3but when they went in they did not find the body. 4While 
they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood 
beside them. 5The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, 
but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? 
He is not here but has risen. 6Remember how he told you, while he was still 
in Galilee, 7that the Son of Man must be handed over to the hands of sinners 
and be crucified and on the third day rise again.” 8Then they remembered his 
words, 9and returning from the tomb they told all this to the eleven and to all 
the rest. 10Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, 
and the other women with them who told this to the apostles. 11But these 
words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. 12But Peter 
got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths 
by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had happened. 

 

 The gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
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GOSPEL RESPONSE  Sung twice 
 

 
 

The congregation is seated. 
 

SERMON   Pastor Allison Bengfort 
 

The congregation may stand. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY Jesus Christ Is Risen Today (ELW 365) 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

 God of grace, 
 hear our prayer. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

 The peace of Christ be with you always. 
 And also with you. 
 

All are invited to share a sign of peace with one another (handshake, hug, peace sign, etc.). 
Placing your hands together in a praying position will signal to those around you that you 
prefer not to physically touch others. 

 

The congregation is seated. 
 

MEAL  GOD FEEDS US WITH THE PRESENCE OF JESUS CHRIST. 
 

INVITATION TO OFFERING 
 

As resurrection people, every moment offers us an opportunity to divest from 
the power of death and invest in the power of new life. How are you being 
called to use whatever resources you have to co-create a world of flourishing 
for all? You are invited to bring your life-affirming, resurrecting intentions to 
this offering so that together, we might roll away every stone of injustice, 
oppression, and harm until all know the true power of Love. 

 

 Contributions to St. Andrew Lutheran Church may be placed in the offering plate or  
 made online (standrewlutheran.com/give). Thank you for your generosity! 
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OFFERING Touch that Soothes and Heals, Gregg Demey, arr. Thomas Keesecker 
     Sanctuary Choir & Friends 
 

 Touch that soothes and heals the hurting, hands that break a loaf of bread; 
 Steps that walk beside the weary, bearing burdens in their stead. 
 

 Feed the hungry, clothe the naked, visit ones in need of care,  
 Give the homeless warmth and shelter: Christ will find a welcome there. 
 “See my hands and feet,” said Jesus, love arisen from the grave. 
 “Be my hands and feet,” said Jesus, “live as ones I died to save.” 
 

 Love and serve without distinction all earth’s people, first and least,  
 Know within each act of kindness hope and wholeness are increased. 
 “See my hands and feet,” said Jesus, love arisen from the grave. 
 “Be my hands and feet,” said Jesus, “live as ones I died to save.” 
 

 Hands that beckon little children, bind a wound, prepare a meal,  
 Feet that rush to share good tidings, Christ arisen, still reveal. 
 “See my hands and feet,” said Jesus, love arisen from the grave. 
 “Be my hands and feet,” said Jesus, “live as ones I died to save.” 
 

The congregation may stand. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

Let us pray together. 
Risen One, you have gathered us around your table of grace along with 
these gifts we bring. Come among us again, breathe your life into us, and 
enliven us with this meal, that we may live as your risen body in the world. 
Amen. 
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DIALOGUE 

 

 

PREFACE 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the 
time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The congregation is seated. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

 Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life. 
 

All are invited to commune without exception! At the direction of an usher, those wishing to 
commune may proceed down the center aisle. A piece of gluten-free bread will be placed in 
your hands. You may dip the bread in the cup of wine (red chalice) or the cup of grape juice 
(light-colored chalice), or you may choose to partake of the bread only. If you prefer not to 
receive communion but would like to receive a blessing, please cross your arms across your 
chest to indicate this preference. If you would like to receive communion in your seat, please 
alert an usher, and the elements will be brought to you. 

 

LAMB OF GOD 
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DISTRIBUTION MUSIC Two Pieces for Trumpets & Piano, arr. B. C. Dockery 
    Low in the Grave He Lay & I Know that My Redeemer Lives 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done (ELW 366) 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing (ELW 362) 
 

 
 

The congregation may stand. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

 Let us pray together. 
Living One, in this feast you have made yourself known to us. Send us now 
to tell of your wonders, sing of your glory, and proclaim your risen life to a 
wounded and weary world. Amen. 

 

SENDING GOD BLESSES US AND SENDS US IN MISSION TO THE WORLD. 
 

BLESSING 
 

The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come, Sovereign, ☩ Savior, 
and Spirit, light your way with resurrection dawn, now and always. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds (ELW 367) 
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DISMISSAL 
 

 Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
 Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

 Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

POSTLUDE Suite in D major, Ouverture, G. F. Handel, arr. H. A. Stamm 
    Organ and Trumpets 
 
 

You’re invited to join us for Easter Brunch in 
Fellowship Hall following this worship service. 

Happy Easter! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
 

 



 20 

Serving in Worship 
 

Presider: Pr. Allison Bengfort 
Preacher: Pr. Allison Bengfort 
Assisting Minister: Tom Mehlhorn 
Altar Guild: Susan Werner Reiser 
Bells of Grace: Joe Calhoun,  
  Libby Calhoun, Robert Casteel,  
  Pat Christiansen, Liz Hardy,  
  Christina Mantey, Tammy Piscitelli,  
  John Reiser, Lynn Santelmann,  
  Kim Taylor-Blakemore,  
  Casey Tkacz, Janet Vorvick 
Lector: Lee Anne Knapp 
Musicians: Susan Werner Reiser, organ; 
  Lindsey Lane, piano; Dan Schmidt and 
  Don Gottschalk, trumpets;  
  Kristie Gladhill, flute 

Sanctuary Choir & Friends: Bev Briggs,  
  Libby Calhoun, Robert Casteel,  
  Charlotte Cheney, Pat Christiansen,  
  Lindsey Delaney, Kristie Gladhill,  
  Liz Hardy, Allison Katsufrakis,  
  Lee Anne Knapp, Charles Mantey,  
  Christina Mantey, Deb Mantey,  
  John Reiser, Lynn Santelmann,  
  Kim Taylor-Blakemore, Casey Tkacz,  
  Janet Vorvick, Carol Werner 
Tech Team: Paul Navarre,  
  Chase Isaacson 
Ushers: Mike & Linda McDowall 
Worship Coordinator: Pat Christiansen 
Zoom Host: Marlan Bell

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some liturgical texts, including the Poem for Reflection, are used with permission: 
Prayer by Rev. Sarah A. Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 

 
Other liturgical texts are taken from sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
 

Gospel Acclamation & Response as well as “Now All the Vault  
of Heaven Resounds” are used with permission from One License. 

 
“Christ Is Risen! Alleluia,” “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today,” “The Strife Is O’er,  

the Battle Done” and “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing” are in the public domain. 
 

Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service 
is obtained from ONE LICENSE #A-722821 and CCLI #21945310. 


